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Beverly Kearney  - Human Svcs Soc Wkr M.D.  
 

I believe that three words exemplify who we are as UPE: Unity, Strength, and Independence. The last 

several years have been tumultuous and trying for all of us. I regularly meet with management and the 

Board of Supervisors, advocating for workload reductions and fair and equitable pay. I’ve filed grievances, 

represented employees in discipline meetings, pushed for better working conditions, and most of all, for the 

acknowledgement that we deserve to be treated well.  

I operate with integrity, honesty and clarity. Sometimes we have to make difficult decisions that are for the 

greater good of all employees. It’s imperative that any elected representative is able to see a global 

perspective. I believe that with my background, knowledge and experience I am able to do this. I am 

familiar with the contract, as well as past practice issues. I know the history of programs in the departments 

and am aware of the future goals of the departments and their impacts on workers.  

Unity is critical to our success as a union. Together, we are strong!  

I would be honored to receive your vote! 

Eric Booker -  Human Svcs Soc Wkr M.D. 
 

I have been employed with DHHS Sacramento County, Children’s Protective Services, as a Human 

Services Social Worker, Master’s Degree since 2013. Though I am a relative “short-timer” here, I have 

experience in Emergency Response, Court Services, and Team Decision Making. I have also served as a 

mental health clinician inside law enforcement settings for over 13 years, prior to joining Sacramento 

County. I understand the demands of our commitment to keeping children safe. 

I believe there are times when individuals must do more than support; they must take action and lead. With 

the complexities of employment in this changing world, employees need a union dedicated to strong 

advocacy and negotiations. First, seek to understand; then, discern levels of empathy/connection; and 

finally, cultivate sustainable change. In my 20 years of social work, this approach has served me well. I will 

be accountable to the members regarding their union’s role and performance. I have embraced a desire to 

speak the words of empowerment and cohesion on behalf of my union brothers and sisters, while 

cultivating a spirit of collaboration with the audiences with which we negotiate. If elected, I will 

transparently serve members, and be an example of solidarity within our union. 

 

Laura Appling -  Family Service Wkr 
 

Hello Everyone, 

My name is Laura Appling. I started my career with Sacramento County in 1979... almost (37) years ago. I 

started with Personnel Management Employment Department and later began working for DHA then 

transferred to DHHS where I currently serve CPS families as a Family Service Worker. Throughout my life 

(not just my career) I've always enjoyed helping people and fighting for what's right. I believe this is why I 

am still here. I'm currently a Union Steward with 008 and I also Co- 

 

Chair our 008 PSW (Policy Specific Workgroup) with my Program Manager (Rod Howze).  I also served 

as PTA President/Vice President and Secretary at various schools. I've served a short while with the 

Sacramento Council PTA and I also volunteered by working on one of the Elementary School 

Improvement Programs. I've spent my whole life doing what I love best and that is serving others. If I am 

elected I will do my VERY BEST to serve you. Thank you for your support, 
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Janelle Gonzales - Human Svcs Soc Wkr M.D.  
 

My name is Janelle Gonzales and I am committed to represent your interests as Service Chapter Governing 

Board representative. 

 

Having advocated for various populations for more than 12 years, I’ve gained invaluable experience 

managing complex issues in both large and small organizations. Strong negotiation, communication and 

relationship-building skills, along with integrity and the confidence to fight for members’ interests are what 

makes me the best person for the job.  

 

Since July, I've been employed with DHHS Sacramento County, Children’s Protective Services as a 

Human Services Social Worker Master’s Degree, and was previously employed with the Volunteers of 

America, Adolfo program, where I managed cases and assisted with grant writing. I possess more than 10 

years of experience working in the private sector for a nationwide legal company where I was responsible 

for contract negotiations and business development. In addition, I am a founding and current board member 

for a nonprofit whose mission is to educate youth on critical life skills. 

 

I am a small business owner. I understand the value of tenacity, teamwork, the importance of developing 

and strengthening relationships, overcoming obstacles and barriers, and advocacy. Vote for me and I will 

make certain your voice is heard. 

 

Johnny Cuestas - Human Svcs Soc Wkr  
 

Hello,  

In early October I accepted the nomination for the 2016 Governing Board Election for: 008 Welfare Non-

Supervisory ~ Services Chapter. If elected I intend on dedicating my time and effort to this position.  

In working in the CPSU, I see the daily struggles our workers endure on the daily bases, to ensure that the 

families of Sacramento county remain safe.  Although, our work is for a noble cause, our work does take its 

toll on our workers.   

Although, I have not yet had an opportunity to represent our workers in the UPE, I do promise to quickly 

learn the position and be an advocate for our strong union of workers.  

My focus will be to ensure that our workers dignity, safety, and respect are always preserved.   

I do see this as an exciting opportunity to advocate with our great group of strong workers and see the 

valuable perspectives of our different units.  

Once again, thank you for you nomination and consideration.  

 

Kathleen “Sari” Clark  - Work Force Coord  
 

I first started working with Sacramento County as a Part-Time Mental Health Worker (DHHS) and then 

obtained full time employment at DHA in 2006 as a Human Services Specialist.  Since I first began my 

journey within the system, I have been a CalWorks Eligibility Worker, Continuing Worker, Welfare-to-

Work Continuing Worker, CWEX Bureau Coordinator, and currently am a Workforce Coordinator. 

As much as I appreciate my job, I have seen the inequities that have transpired for employees on all levels, 

and would love to be a part of a negotiating team to make sure that employees receive fair compensation 

for the work they are doing, as well as help to make sure fair policies and practices are followed.   I hope I 

will be considered. Thank you. 


